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^a^:^.prcparations carried 
-nwi(t)s\ n [ME contenan^ 
fr. contment; continenx 
NTAlN]{13c) lobsit^:% 
mental composure c^T^ i 

jANCE b : PRETENSE 4". 

f mood, emotion, or chai^^^ 
roval or sanction : morjj 

1568) : to extend apprb^i 
c»er n • otz 

. MF comptouier, fr. Ml 
«a«3(14c) I: apiSi-f^'^t 
lames 2 : something of Si^ 
B (as a table, shelf or di*S^ 
icted or food is served i™?^ 
nducted Oewelry <« Y: ^ 
■ough a broker's office ffii 
bought over the count^^ 
i over the counter) -:.'"n«j'*' 
in an illicit and Private i^' 

•or, fr. compter to count! f i2 
tin^ a number or amount; 2 
•kaun-t(>)nn\ [ME coim^S 
tra: akin to L com- withT' 
act in opposition to : -onr^ 
:oward depcrsonalizationi^ 
warnings had been 




Jefensive or retaliatory, stS' 
1 : in.an opposite or iS 
opposite dircction,.result,i^ 

E 2 : the after porti^^ 
ward swell or stem overhao! 
tarrying one (as in boxing2 
ing b : an agency or fSrS 
permanent form to a boot w 
I within the face of a Jette 
a football play in which t£ 
le movement of the play 
iding toward or in an oDbfr^ 
kcd by opposition, hostSE" 
s<the'-'side> 4: reaalliaj 
y order : countermandinJ 

ntre] 1 a : contrary^ 0 
b : opposing : retaliatoS 
Dlementary : correspoiTding 
e : substitute icounterfoH) . 

couivter-re^onn - p * '^^ 
cotin*terfe^onii.CT 
coan-ter.re.fl>oiise 
coim4er«.taW^ob ■ 
coaii.ter4d.eii^fHc,;^.T.' 
couii<ter*8hot ' r^i*, 
cottii>ter4iiip«r 1;- -^ ,^ 
coan-ter-spell 

cooiKtc^state k^'J^I 
C0Dii>ter<«tate4iient ' 
conn*ter4tep " ^ 
« coim.tcr4trat-e^*'^J '' ! 
coim.ter.strat*^ 
coiiii4er4treani "*,'V>2^7 
. coim4er«trike ''fi 
coiiii*ter<stroke ' 
cotin>teivstyle 
coan-ter^e , ■. ;i>i''.y 
cotiii>teP5iig>ges>tionW'i; 
cotiii*ter4ait ^''^'■<^[ 
coiiii*ter*saivveU*IaiiceV'' 
coun>ter>tac4ics ^tr' 
coan*ter>teii>dciKy . 
coaii*ter>ter4ttr ^ 
cotin>ter*ter*ror*ism - ^■ ' ^ 
cotui>ter>ter<roMst [ 
cooihCer<threat ' 
coaii*ter^thnist ' 
coiui>ter*tra>di*doii . t^'J^- 
coiui'terotrend 
cono*ter>Tf'0>Ieiice 
coiiii'ter*world . A\> \ 

^it ' 

ifke ineffective or restrein 
lite force — coun*ter*ac- 
k-tiv\ adj > . ,■ 
un-tarA n (1611) iTCa 
• influence that offsets or 
•.t^\ 

(1611) 1 ; to oppose or 
0 equip with counterhal- 

604) 1 : INTERCHANOEv. 

OT restraint often opwat: 

^CT 2 : to check a.sec- 

le at a bank usu. tb^bc | 

an opposing claim; lei;^ 
ntiff in a legal action : 
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-lajm VI (1881) : to enter or plead a counterclaim vf : to 
counterclaim 

^ lOJ^ock-wise \.kaun-t3r-'klak-,wiz\ adv (1888) : m a direction 
cott'*'*7g to that in which the hands of a clock rotate as viewed from in 
' opP^liJcounterclockwise adj 

. . froot -:^on*di»tion-ing \.k3n-'di-sh(3-)nig\ n (1962) : conditioning 
^^Aei to replace an undesirable response (as fear) to a stimulus (as an 
* ^ Sncnt in public speaking) by a favorable one 
'"^rer'Cul'turc XTcaun-tar-ikal-charV n ( 1 968) : a culture with values 
- ^"ifmorts that run counter to those of established society — coun*ter< 
soJIJ" 3I \,kaun-t3r-*k3lch-r3l, -'kal-ch^-V adj — coun*ter*cul*tur- 
W'^jTyra-ji-zsmX n — coun-ter>Gu]*tur-ist \-rist\ n 

fSer*cur«rent \*kaun-t3r-,k3r-9nt,' -,k»-r»nt\ n (1684) : a current 
"^P^nff in a direction opposite that of another current 



f^Sercurrcnt Uaun-tarA adj (1799) 
— *^irtioD 2.: involving flow of material 



1 : flowing in an opposite 
materials in opposite directions . 



4^!ScV-- coun'ter^ur-rent'ly ci/v • 
''^JSer-cy'cW'Cal V'sl-kli-kal, -'si-\ adi (1944) : -calculated to check 
''"^^!S«ive'developments in a business cycle : compensatory budget 
«*Ss>.— coun*ter*cy^:li^al»ly \-k(»-)le\ adv 
^ in*ter*es*pi*o-nage \,kaun-t3r-'es-pe-3-,nazh, -^aj, -nij, Canad also 
cO"^. V^.pa-a-*nazh; -3-*spe-»-nij\ n (1899) r^^the activity concerned 
' '^^thdetecting and thwarting enemy espionage 

■ *[ " ter'CX'ain'ple \*kaun-t3r-ig-,zam-p3l\ n (1957) : an example that 
^Sdvcs a proposition or theory , . . 

LSter*fac.tu*al Vkaun-tsr-'fak-cha-wal, -chal, -shwalV adj (1946) 
: contrary to fact assumptions) ' ' 

,"Tjj,,ter»feit A'kaunt-3r-,fit\ adj [ME countreifeU fr MF confr^air. fr. 
S oVcontrefaire to imitate, fr. contre- + /aire to make, fr. L/acere — 
more at do] (14c) 1 : made in imitation of something else with intent 
^ S deceive:' FORGED <~ money) 2 a: insincere, feigned <'^sympa- 
■ ' L> - A jlON ('^^ Georgian houses) 

with intent to deceive; 



f |ky)' b: IMITATION ('^^ Georgian houses) 
; "i>,Jinterfeit 'vr (14c) : to imitate or feign esp. 

\ jSso :1 to niake a fraudulent replica of <~mg $20 bills) vi 1 : to try 
'^'^'to'd^ve by pretense or dissembling 2 : to engage in counterfeiting 

something of value sya see assume — coun*ter*feit*er n 
' ^counterfeit n (15c) -1 : something counterfeit : forgery* 2 ; some- 
'. . thing likely to be mistaken for something of higher value <pity was a 

* '^oflove— Harry Hervey) syn see IMPOSTURE ■ . 

coun*ter*flow XMcaim-tsr-ifloX n (1870) : the flow of a fluid in opposite 
- directions (as in an apparatus) , ' . 

cbiin-ter*f oil - \'if6il\ n (1706)*: a detachable stub (as on a check or 
ticket) usu. serving as a record or receipt • 

'coan*ter*guer<ril>la also coun*ter*gue*ril*la Xikaun-tiar-gs-'ri-b, -gi-, 
'• •gyi-»^i*ge-\ n (1901) : a guerrilla who is trained to thwart enemy guer- 
''mla*operations '•■ • - ' . *' 

coun*ter«in«sur-gen-cy V|kaun>t3r-in-'s9r-j3n(t)-se\ n (1962) : orga- 
. liizcd'military activity designed to combat insurgency — coun*ter<in* 
' supgent VjantX n - • '^v ' 
„ coiin-ter-in-teMi«gence \,kaun-t3r-ih-'te-la-j3n(t)s\ n (1940) : orga- 
S- : bizcd' activity of an .intelligence service designed to block an enemy's 
sources of information, to deceive the enemy, to prevent sabotage,- and 
• to gather political and military information v • 

cpun»ter*in'tu»l'tive X-in-Hu-s-tiv, -'tyUA <wf/ (1955) : contrary to 
what one would intuitively expect — coun*ter*in>tu«i*tlve*ly \-Ie\ adv 
' coun*ter*idn X'kaun^tar-J'sn, -.anX n (1940) : an ion having a charge 
I op[K)site to that of the substance with which it is associiated 
..'Cbun*ter<ir*ri>tant Xtkaun-tar-'ir-o^tantX n (1854) 1 : an agent applied 
~ .'^locally to produce superticial inflamihation with the object of reducing 
.1 inflammation in deeper adjacent structures' '2 : an irritation or dis- 
*7«)mfort that diverts attention from another — counterirritant (u^* 
(M:ount*er*maii Xlcaun'tsr-iman, ^manX n (1853) : one who tends a 
' ';jc6unter • , . r 

, <coun<ter*mand \*kaun-t3r-,mand, .kaun-tarA vt [ME countermauri' 
.^den/tr. MF contremander, fr. con fre- counter- ^-J- mander to command, 
y/.fr.". ^mandare — more at MANDATE] ( 1 5c)' 1 : to revoke (a command) 
. J,by;a contrary order 2 : to recall or order back by "a superseding con- 
\^;traiy order < — reinforcements) ■ ' 
;»coun»ter-mand XTcaun-tar-imandX n ( 1 548) ' 1 ; a contrary order -2 
''\:!!the revocation of an order or command . 
; coun;ter«march X'kaun-tsr-.marchX n (1598) 1 ; a marching back; 
"'Sjxcif^: a movement in marching by which -a unit of troops reverses 
l/Cdirection while marching but keeps the same order 2 : a march (as of 
v.i'Political demonstrators) designed to counter the effect of' another 
Jmarch — countermarch VI . ■ •■.':■>. . : v - 

iCOuii*ter>mea*sure \-jne-zhar, -,ma-X « (1923) : an action or device 
> designed to negate or offset another; esp : a military system or device 
. cuitended to thwart a sensing mechanism (as radar) <dectronic''^j) 
'Conn*ter<mel<<Mly X-jne-l>de\ n (1926) : a secondary melody that is 
•isounded simultaneously with the principal one - " ■ ^ ■ 

'COUDiter*roine X-immX n (1548) : a tunnel for intercepting an^ enemy 
'miner' • . . ■. . 

■;coun.terH)^fen•sive X'kaun-tar-»-,fen(t)-sivX n (1909) : a large-scale 
, * military offensive undertaken by a force previously on the defensive ' 
coun*ter>of>fer X-,6-far, -.a-farX n (1788) : a return offer made by one 

• who has rejected an offer . ' ' 
WHm»ter'pane X*kaun-t3r-,panX n [alter, of ME countrepointe,' modif. of 
ME cotifc poinrc. lit., embroidered quilt] ( 1 5c) : BEDSPREAD 

.coun*ter>part \-,partX n (15c) 1 : one of two corresponding copies of 

f legal instrument ; duplicate 2 a : a thing that fits- another per- 
i-TCtly -b : something that completes : complement ' 3 . a : one re- 
'-markably similar to another b ; one having the samC' function or char- 
r^teristics as another (college presidents and their ~s in business) 
coun.ter>plan X*kaun-t3r-,planV n (1788) 1 : a plan designed to 

counter another. plan 2 : an ialtemate or substitute plan 
coun*ter*pIea \-,plcX n (1523) : a replication to a legial plea ^ ■ ■ ' 

coun.ter-plot XsplatX n (ca. 161 1) : a plot designed to thwart an op- 
-Jjoncnt's plot - . • y , . ■ . ^^ 

l^tmterplot vr (1662) : to intrigue against : foil with a plot ' 
^"coinfter^point X*kaun-t3r-,p6int\ n^rMF contrepoinU fr. ML con- 
•'irapunctus, fr. L contra- counter- + ML punctus musical note, melody, 
; ir-7L, act of pricking, fr. pungere to prick — more at pungent] ( 1 5c) 1 
;B :-one or more indepejident melodies added above or below a given 

'Melody b : the combination of two or more independent melodies 



counterclaim countrified 265 

into a single harmonic texture in which each retains its linear character 
: POLYPHONY 2 a : a complementing or contrasting item : OPPOSITE 
b : use of contrast or interplay of elements in a work of art (as a 
drama) 

^counterpoint vr ( 1 875) 1 : to compose or arrange in counterpoint 2 
: to set off or emphasize by Juxtaposition : set in contrast <'^j the 
public and the private man — Tom Bishop) 

icoun*ter*poise X-iP6izX vt [ME countrepesen. fr. MF contrepeser. fr. 

confre- + peser to weigh — more at POISE] ( 14c) : COUNTERBALANCE 
Counterpoise n (15c) 1 : counterbaiance 2 : an equivalent power 

or force acting in opposition 3 : a state of balance 
coun*ter*pose Xikaun-tsr-'pOzX vt [counter- -f -pose (as in compose)^ 

(1594) : to place in opposition, contrast, or equilibrium .<~ a positive 

view to the negative assessment) 

coun>ter*pro^uc*tiTe X-prs-'dsk-tivX adj (1959) : tending to hinder 
the attainment of a desired goal (violence as a means to achieve an end 
is W.E. Brock 61930) 

coun*ter*pro*grain*ming \,kaun-t5r-'prC-,gra-mii)» -gra-X n (ca. 1966) 
: the scheduling of programs by television networks so as to attract 
audiences away from simultaneously telecast programs of competitors 

coun*ter*pro*pos-al X'kaun-tsr-pra-.pd-zalX n (1885) : a return pro- 
posal made by one who has rejected a proposal 

couil*ter*puncb X*kaim-t3r>,p3nchX n (1942) : a counter in boxing; also 
: a countering blow or attack — counterpunch vt — coun*ter- 
punch*er X-iPsn-charX n 

coun*ter*ref*or*ma*tioii X.kaun-ta(r)-,re-f3r-'ma-sh9nX n ( 1 840) 1 usu 
• Counter-Ref ormation : the reform movement in the Roman Cath- 
olic Church following the Reformation 2 : a reformation designed to 
counter the effects of a previous reformation ' ' ' ' - ' ' 

coun*ter*rev*o*lu*tion X-ire-vs-lii-shsnX n (1793) 1 ; a revoliition 
directed toward overthrowing a government or social 'syistem estab- 
lished by a previous revolution 2 : a movement to counteract revolu- 
tionary trends — coun-ter-rev*o*lu<tion-ary X-shd-,ner-eX adj or n 

coun*ter>shad*ing X*kaiiD-t3r-,sh3-dir)X n (1896) : cryptic, coloration of 
an animal with parts normally in shadow being light and parts nor- 
mally illuminated being dark thereby reducing shadows and contours 

couii*ter*sign X-tSinX n (1591) 1 : a signature attesting the authentic- 
ity of a document already signed by another 2 : a sign given in reply 
to another; specif • a military secret signal that must be given by one 
wishing to pass a guard — countersign vf — coun*ter*sig<na>ture 
X»kaun-tar-*sig-n3-^hur, -ch3r, -,tyur, -,turX n 

icoun*ter«sinK X'kaun-tsr-.siQkX vt -sunk X-iS3okX; -sinking (1816) 1 
: to make a countersink on 2 : to set the head of (as a screw) at or 
below the surface ■ . -- ^ 

Countersink n (1816) 1 : a bit or drill for mak* 
ing a funnel-shaped enlargement at the outer end 
of a drilled hole , 2 : the enlargement made by a 
countersink 

coun*ter*spy X*kaun-t3r-,spiX n (1939) : a spy 

engaged in counterespionage 
coun*ter-stain X-iStanX vt (1895) : to stain (as a 

microscopy specimen) so as to color parts (as the 

cytoplasm of cells) not colored by another stain (as 

a nuclear stain) — counterstain n 
coun*ter*ten*or X-ite-narX n [ME countretenour, fr. 

MF contreteneur, fr. contre- + (eneur tenor] (15c) 

: a tenor with an unusually high range (as an alto 

range) . 

coun*ter<top X-itapX n ^counter + Uop] (1897) :' the flat working sur- 
face on top of waist-level kitchen cabinets 

coun*ter*trade X-itradX n (1978) : a form of . international trade in 
which purchases made by an importing nation are* linked to offsetting 
■ purchases made by the exporting nation 

coun*ter*trans*fer*ence \»kaun-tar-(,)tran(t)s-'f3r-an(t)s, -'tran(t)s-(,)X 
n (1920) 1 : psychological transference esp. by a psychotherapist 
during the course of treatment; esp : the psychotherapist's reactions to 
the patient's transference 2 ; the complex of feelings of a psychothera- 
pist toward the patient 

coun*ter*vail Xikaun-t3r-*va(3)lX vb [ME countrevailen, fr. MF con- 
trevaloir, fr. contre- counter- valoir to be worth, fr. L valere — more 
at wield] v< (1 4c) 1: to coriipensate for 2 archaic: equal, match 3 
: to exert force against : counteract 'y vi : to exert force against an 
opposing and often bad or harmful force or influencie t 

coun>ter>Tiew XTcaun-tar-ivyiiX n (1590) 1 archaic : confrontation 
2 : an opposite point of view . ' 

coun«ter*weight X-iWatX n (1693) : an equivalent weight or force 

. : COUNTERBALANCE — countcrweight Vt 

count*ess \*kaun-t3sX n ( 12c) 1 : ' the wife or widow of an earl or count 
'2 : a woman who holds in her own right the rank of earl or count 
coun*ti*an X'kaun-te-snX n (15c) : a native or resident of a usu. speci- 
'fied county 

count*ing*house X^icaun-tiq-ihausX n (15c) : a building, room, or office 
used for keeping books and transacting business . 
counting number n (ca: 1965) : natural number 
counting room n (1712): couNnNOHOUSE 

count'less X*kaunt-l9sX ad/(1588) : too numerous to be counted : myr- 
iad, many — count>less*iy adv 

count noun n (1952) : a noun (as bean or sheet) that fohns a plural and 
' is used with a numeral, with words such as many or few, or with the 
indefinite article a or an — compare MASS NOUN 

count palatine n (1539) 1 a : a count of the Holy Roman Empire 
haying imperial, powers in his own domain b : a high judicial official 
in the Holy Roman Empire .2 : the proprietor of a county palatine in 
England or Ireland 

coun*tri*fied also coun<try*fied X*kan-tri-,fTdX adj {country -\- -fied (as 
in glorified)} (1653) 1 : rural, rustic 2 : unsophisticated 3 
: played or sung iii the manner of country music rock) 

XsXabut X*\ kitten, F table XsrX further XaX ash \aXace XaXmop, mar 
XauX out XchX chin XeX bet XcX easy Xg\ go Xt\ hit \iX ice Xj\ job 
XqX sing \6X go X6\ law XoiX boy XthX thin \lh\ the \uX loot \u\ foot 
' XyX yet XzhX vision \a, k, oc ce, «, ie, *\ see Guide to Pronunciation 
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